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Library of Laos signs MOU with Khmhu    

Charlie Lor and Chuck Theusch sign as Mayder Lor, Library of Laos Founder Ross Worley and Phonsavath Official look on 

Phonsavath, Meuang Feaung, Vientiane Province, Laos December 8, 2017 

ROSS WORLEY, FOUNDER  

LIBRARY OF LAOS PROJECT JOINS 
Four Co-Founders made the journey to Phonsavath, Meuang Feuang, in Laos’ Vienti-

ane Province to attend the official signing of the Primary Memorandum of Understand-

ing that officially kicked off the construction of the Khmhu Library Learning Center. 

Mayder Lor and her parents, Charles and Payoura, on a double mission which includ-

ed a week of her teaching in Nong Het along with Ross Worley, Founder of the Library 

of Laos Project back in 2002, were there. The crowd was, once again, excited and in 

abundance as Santa later appeared too, first time ever!  

Madame Kongdeuane Nettavong, General Director Emeritus of the National Library of 

Laos, and her successor Madame Khanthamaly, current General Director, attended 

creating an added significance of the work the Library Project’s Co-Founders are fund-

ing in this remote area of the Lao PDR. 
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      2018 CALENDAR 

JAN 

15 Phonsovath: Payment #1 to local officials 

                                           MAR 

31  Phonsavath Quality Control Inspection #1 

APRIL                                     

13 Special Forces  Ball, Kansas City 

20   Special Forces Ball, Chicago                                   

MAY 

31 Phonsavath Quality Control Inspection #2 

JUNE 

16  Chapter 37 SFA Report, Chicago 

JULY 

20 VFW Convention Mayaguez VFW #11575 

              Cambodia at Kansas City, Mo                                                                                       

AUG 

TBD Green Berets Reunion Ross’ Kansas City 

SEP 

15  61st Assault Helicopter Reunion, Clarinda, Iowa 

22 2018 CHILDREN’S BANQUET     

OCT-DEC 

3 Mission #47:  Vietnam*Laos*Cambodia 

(To be scheduled: Phonsavath Library Dedication) 

E-mail for 2018-19 Missions  and CLI Travel Opportunities: Chuck@childrenslibraryinternational.org 

PHONSAVATH PROJECT 
KMHMU  PROJECT 

Groundbreaking HELD     

December 8, 2017 

January 4, 2016 Hmong Americans spon-

sored a trip to Phonsavath by the National 

Library’s Puppet Caravan Reading promo-

tion program. 

December 8, 2017, in another connection 

well beyond the limits of Phonsavath’s 

District, the students of Phonsavath met 

Santa Claus in a “Welcome to the West” 

moment.. This monument to the future of 

the Khmhu  will live for years building the 

hopes and dreams of the Khmhu Children 

of Laos.  

America and Laos are working together, 

sponsored by Khmhu - with Lao, Hmong 

and American support. How about joining 

us at the Dedication late 2018!!!??? 

December 8, 2017 marked the beginning of the  Library of Phonsavath Project with 

the signing of the Primary Memorandum of Understanding. It is located in the new 

village of Phonsavath, which  now serves as home for Khmhu peoples from some 

17 surrounding Villages, forced out of their ancestral homes in the region as a re-

sult of the Nam Ngum 2 Dam Project. 

The challenges faced on construction will include exact situating of the Library on 

the previously agreed upon lot, the Khmhu Architectural signature, the Western 

Greco-Roman Pillars and the amended handicapped access ramp limited to the 

first floor, increasing the overall inside measurements of the building. With the as-

surances of Madame Kongdeuane Nettavong and her oversight, direct payment 

will be made to the accountant for the school. Kr. Keo, Headmaster, is the primary 

person responsible for construction on the Lao side. 
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SANTA CLAUS                                          
VIETNAM, LAOS, CAMBODIA! 

2017 

  Mang Lang, Vietnam, Nov 23   Ross’ English School, Vung Tau, Vietnam, Dec  2           Phonsavath, Laos, Dec 8 

Takeo, Cambodia Seiha Village (Killing Fields),  Dec 4 

            Xieng Khouang, Laos, Dec 10                         Nong Het, Laos, Dec 14                       Saigon, Vietnam, Dec 20 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus! 
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NONG HET: MAYDER’S MAGIC...HIP HOP & ENGLISH! 

XIENG KHOUANG HMONG LEGACY REMEMBERED 

Mrs. Charlie Lor and daughter Mayder presented this plaque to be erected in the Xieng Khouang Library Learning Cen-

ter American Hmong Legacy Archive. It is a Memorial Plaque with a reach into the past that is very important to the chil-

dren, past, present and future, of Xieng Khouang. This room has some other Memorabilia of the first American Hmong 

builders of this first Library ever in Laos’ ancient Plain of Jars Region. Recounted is subsequent work by Hmong and 

Americans on updating and preserving the original library until they were able to carry the idea forward with a new Li-

brary through funding from the Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon, Vietnam) People’s Committee. This Archival record preserves 

the role of Hmong Americans and Americans in the future of education in Xieng Khouang—a bright future...   

Mayder Lor brought much 

more than books and pens  for 

the kids of Nong Het—-she 

brought ideas! The use of Hip 

Hop dancing in an English Lan-

guage training Program was 

TRULY ORIGINAL in the 

mountain areas of Nong Het. 

To say it was “well received” is 

a gross understatement. The 

enthusiasm for the dancing 

incorporated with the English 

was electric... 

Using the computer and internet on the left 

and the Library-Classroom on the right 

Mayder spent hours teaching creative think-

ing in the minds of the Hmong Students of 

Nong Het. From selecting their own original 

names for their dance groups to making 

innovative dance moves beyond the basics 

she taught, the kids were truly engaged. 
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2017 Nong Het Scholars 

 

Together Everyone Accomplishes More (TEAM)                                                          

Nong Het Scholarship Sponsors 2017 

Charles T. Lor   100              Nancy Schreiber       100                 Xia Vue Yang     75               Jar Ia Xiong       65 

Doua Yang          50               Mike Pelzel                 50                   Ka Yang              50              Brenda L. Susor 50 

                                                                     Nao Chao Yang        50                   Nao Yeng Xiong  10 

Mr. Raty Kue 

Mr. Nu Tho 

Miss Kaonava 

Miss Pahuava 

Miss Nengya 

Mr. Lyuua 

Mir. Xayyasone 

Mr. Kor Ysu 

Mr. zlekthana 

Miss Yerya 

Miss Panya 

Mr. Pormuatho 

2017 NONG HET LIBRARY OF LAOS “TEAM” SCHOLARS 

Ten Hmong Americans made Twelve 50 Dollar Scholarships 

available to the most needy students with the best grades in 

Nong Het as selected by the local school leaders. These Schol-

arships are substantial in this poor area of Northeastern Laos 

and very deeply appreciated—-but there is more to it than that. 

The Certificates Awarded are a source of pride and accom-

plishment for these young students—-they should also be a 

source of pride to the sponsors that made them possible.  

THE CERTIFICATES OF SCHOLARSHIP: IMPORTANT! 

Remember as a student the meaningful, if small, accolades one 

might receive from time to time for a job well done? This is a 

universal truth in human nature. For these kids that received 

these Awards you can bet they are proudly displayed on the 

walls of their home regardless of the poverty surrounding 

them. They serve to inspire vision of a brighter future in a way 

that is as significant as the 50 US Dollars they received, maybe 

more so. 
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LIBRARY OF LAOS LEGACY  PLAN 

Madame Kongdeuane Nettavong 

was born in Laos in 1951. Her 

Grandfather was the last King of the 

Middle Kingdom of Laos. Her mother 

was killed in an Air America Plane 

crash on November 25, 1968 near 

Savannaket. Gifted, she went to 

school in Canada and France and 

returned to her native Laos, the only 

one of a group of 22 Laotians to do 

so after the fall of the Lao Republic 

Government December 12, 1975. 

She would go on to become the 

Director of the National Library of 

Laos. More than that she inspired 

construction of Libraries across 

Laos. These plaques have or will 

appear in every Library with which 

the Library of Laos has been associ-

ated since 2002. 

 LIBRARY MISSION 

“UNCHAIN THE 

MINDS OF ALL WHO 

ENTER” 
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KHE SANH: 50 YEARS LATER... 

1968-2018 

As a Co-Sponsor of the Khe Sanh Library, Chaplain 

Stubbe has remembered the Bru mountain peoples of 

the region around Khe Sanh. Here is a Joe Campbell 

sponsored grant of 10 Scholarships in 2016 to the moun-

tain kids of the Khe Sanh Library Project (Dedicated De-

cember 4, 2006). They are awarded to kids who are doing 

well from the very poorest families. They will continue to 

work, helped and inspired by Chaplain Ray Stubbe, US 

Veterans of the Siege and others. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson was faced with what appeared to him to be a decision in early 1968 much as the French 

faced at Dien Bien Phu 14 years earlier in 1954—-no way would he allow a remote mountain battle to be lost and thus, 

lose the war. His resolve meant  a Siege that carried on from January 21 to July 9,1968. The US Marines with Navy 

and US Army support managed to avoid such a monumental defeat. The Library Project’s personal contact with this 

historic battle is w,ith the eyes, ears and heart of Chaplain Ray Stubbe, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 

January 21 2018 marks the 50th Anniversary Commemoration of the Siege. Chaplain Stubbe has throughout his life 

acted on his commitment to God and to the so very many soldiers to whom he has ministered—- not only  throughout 

the Siege but throughout his life to this very day. He still inspires in Milwaukee with a special life bringing insight and 

compassion to Veterans over 50 years after the end of the war. 

Ray Stubbe wrote a 

1,500 page diary during 

his service at the Siege 

at Khe Sanh. The tome 

was purchased back in 

2001 for a movie as 

detailed in The Holly-

wood Reporter March 

22, 2001. 

The movie has not 

been made  to date but 

the production is re-

portedly “still in play” 

as a Vietnam War sto-

ry. Ray has moved on 

with several books and 

Founded the Khe Sanh 

Veterans Association. 



CHILDREN’S LIBRARY INTERNATIONAL 901 West Maple Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 USA 

Vietnam*Laos*Cambodia 

901 West Maple Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204 Ph: 414.507.6880 VN Cell: 0904 100979 Tran Thi Bich Khoi: Cell: 093 5633360 

WEBSITE www.childrenslibraryinternational.org   E-Mail: Chuck@childrenslibraryinternational.org 

(A 501 3 C Tax Exempt Foundation) 
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ADVISORY BOARD 

 

 

Joseph Campbell 

Ronnie Yimsut 

 

 

Chuck Theusch, Founder/CEO 

Xia Vue Yang, President 

Jack Nguyen, Vice-President 

Kaitlyn Tu, Treasurer-Secretary 

 

Steve House, Member 

Dick Espy, Member 

Ross Worley, Member 

Rich Gulig, Member 

Dr. Tim Eckstein, Member 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS VIETNAM*LAOS*CAMBODIA 

Tran Thi Bich Khoi 

Kongdeuane Nettavong 

Huor Porleang 

Le Thi Hoa Caldwell 

Ken Embers, Jr. 

 

CLI Reader’s Corner 

“Books making the Library Project’s connections to history” 

“VALLEY OF DECISION” 

The Siege of Khe Sanh 

John Prados & Ray W. Stubbe, Published 1991 

Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, Maryland 

Widely acknowledged as the definitive history of the siege of Khe Sanh when first published in hardcover in 1991, this book tells the 
whole incredible story of one of the most pivotal and bloody battles of the Vietnam War. Historian John Prados and Khe Sanh survi-
vor Ray Stubbe recount the brutal seventy-seven days of combat and present the larger political context that formed the all-
important backdrop to the events on the battlefield in 1968. 

From the first direct hit on the fifteen-hundred tons of ammunition stockpiled in the U.S. compound, through the day and night pa-
trols, pounding mortar fire, and shifting battle lines, the words and deeds of the men of Khe Sanh are brought to life with a skillful 
combination of documentation and eyewitness accounts-from both sides of the conflict. Unique among books about the war, the 
comprehensiveness of this study will satisfy the most demanding specialist. Its sense of drama and action and its use of on-the-
scene testimony will intrigue the general reader. 576 pages. 65 photographs. 16 line drawings. Paperback. 6 x 9 inches.—-
AMAZON BOOK REVIEW 

Chaplain Ray Stubbe is an inspiration and co-sponsor of our Library at Khe Sanh, Vietnam. Founder of the original Khe 

Sanh Veterans Association and author of several books on the Siege that began January 21, 1968, 50 Years ago, he has a 

story of his own that spans a lifetime of giving to his fellow man. The book details the story of Khe Sanh for posterity. 


